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PRESS RELEASE 
 

‘In The Pink’ – The Art of Conservation  

An exhibition by Jeremy Houghton at the Everard Read Gallery, Johannesburg 

9th – 28th February 2012 

A unique fund-raising public exhibition of birdlife-inspired art in support of the South African ‘Save the 

Flamingo Association’. 

Jeremy Houghton is one of the UK’s most exciting artists. Following his solo exhibition at the Saatchi 

Gallery in London (March 2011), his recent inclusion into the UK and Luxembourg Royal Collections, and 

his appointment as one of BT’s official artists for the London 2012 Olympic Games, his work has become 

highly regarded in the international contemporary art scene. 

This selling exhibition will raise funds for the Kamfer’s Dam Wetlands Project, one of the last remaining 

breeding sites of the spectacular but increasingly endangered Lesser Flamingo. Everard Read has a long 

association with wildlife conservation and owner Mark Read is currently Chair of the WWF. 

The exhibition will be opened by leading ornithologist Mark Anderson, Director of BirdLife South Africa 

and Chair of the Save the Flamingo Association. Mark was introduced to Jeremy by Jennifer 

Oppenheimer, former Chairman of the de Beers fund and a collector of his work. 

Jeremy Houghton (37) completed his LLB Honours in Law in 1996. He then saw the light and pursued his 

love of painting. He trained at the Slade School of Art in London and The Université d’Aix en Provence, and 

also spent five years teaching in Cape Town as Head of art at the International School in Hout Bay. He has 

exhibited in some of the UK’s leading galleries such as The Saatchi Gallery and Trinity House, and has 

worked as official artist for London Fashion Week. 

 
Whose Who? Oil on Canvas. 30x75cm 

(Continues overleaf) 



ΨL ŦŜŜƭ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜƭȅ ƛƴŘŜōǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƳƛƴƎƻΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳŜ hundreds of hours of 

inspiration in front of many a canvas. So when the opportunity arose to give something back to them I 

jumped at it. 

ΨKimberley, a town of huge significance to South AŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴ 

amazing variety of wildlife due to the wetlands created and sustained ōȅ ǘƘŜ YŀƳŦŜǊΩǎ 5ŀƳ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 

here where I first encountered flamingos. 

ΨThese wetlands contain a unique man-made breeding ground designed and created by Mark Anderson, 

CEO of BirdLife South Africa. This artificial island is viǘŀƭ ǘƻ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƭŜǎǎŜr flamingo population, but 

faulty sewage works and recent flooding are posing huge problems to its conditions, and with little political 

and financial backing, the threat to the flamingo is very real. 

ΨIt was Jennifer Oppenheimer who first made me aware of the urgency of this issue and introduced me to 

Mark Anderson, a remarkable man who shares my passion for flamingos. Mark has not only been a great 

source of help and inspiration for my paintings, enabling me to get closer to these birds than ever before, 

but he demonstrated how my art can potentially make a difference to their survival. 

ΨThe forthcoming exhibition of my flamingo paintings at the Everard Read Gallery in Johannesburg is 

intended to highlight the plight of the lesser flamingo, whilst also providing an opportunity to secure their 

survival. My aim is for my work to raise R1 million for the Save the Flamingo Association, allowing life in and 

around the wetlands to thrive, rather than just try and survive.’ – Jeremy Houghton. 

 

             
               Jeremy Houghton, in front of ‘Girls Get in For Free’                      ‘Getting Diggy With It’. Oil on Canvas. 100x100cm 

 

For more information about the exhibition, the artist and his work, go to 

www.jeremyhoughton.co.uk     or     www.everard-read.co.za 
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